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ANTI-SEMITISM 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Tonight I wish to express my strong 
concern about an issue that I did not think we would need to talk about in 2014, particularly given the events that 
occurred in the middle of the last century. The issue that has raised my concern is the unfortunate rise across 
Western Australia and all of Australia of anti-Semitism. The events over the last few weeks have brought it 
home to me that it is not some latent form of anti-Semitism that we are talking about but anti-Semitism that is 
being expressed quite regularly in threats, in vilification and in acts of hatred. 

I have read reports of an attack earlier this month on a visiting rabbi here in Perth at the usually very tranquil and 
docile Morley Galleria Shopping Centre. Rabbi Avraham Shalom Halberstam, who was visiting Perth from 
Jerusalem, was going about his own business and was out shopping when he was attacked by a group of young 
men and threatened and sworn at. He was told by these young men that they were killers and they wanted to fix 
him up, because as a rabbi he was quite identifiable, obviously, as being of Jewish faith. 

That came just after a graffiti vandal attack on Carmel School in Yokine, which, again, is a very multicultural 
and multiracial suburb in the usually docile City of Perth, just because the occupants of that building were people 
of Jewish faith. That followed on from a lot of media publicity about an attack that occurred on a bus in Sydney 
in which a group of Jewish schoolchildren were threatened by a gang of youths who threatened to cut their 
throats. 

In the past few days I have also found out that Jewish students have been vilified, attacked, abused and 
threatened on the campus of Monash University in Melbourne. I find that very incongruous, because 
Monash University is named after Sir John Monash, who was a great Australian. He was also a war hero—not 
just an Australian war hero, but an allied general in World War I—who also happened to be of Jewish faith. He 
was a wonderful Australian, like all the people who live in this country, no matter what faith they hold and 
where they come from in the world. 

These attacks once again highlight that if we are not vigilant and if we allow creeping anti-Semitism to come 
into our country, we will be the worse off for it. These attacks have led to members of the Jewish community 
fearing even worse attacks. It has come to my attention in the last few days that people in Perth are instructing 
their children not to display visible signs of their religion when they are walking along the street, particularly on 
a Saturday when they might be walking to their temple to pray. As far as I am concerned, that is totally un-
Australian. I do not care whether someone is told not to display a yarmulke or a Jewish prayer shawl, or whether 
someone is told not to display a cross or wear a hijab. Tolerance and religious freedom are one of the 
foundations of our great nation. If we start cowering in the face of vile racists, and if we start cowering in the 
face of anti-Semites, we will go down the slippery slope towards losing the religious freedom that we treasure 
and all the other freedoms that make this place a great place in which to live. That is why I stand here tonight to 
mention that these things are happening. I would rather not be talking about this; I would rather these things 
were not happening. We know there are heightened tensions right now because of issues taking place in the 
Middle East. We are all entitled to various opinions. It is no secret whatsoever that I am a strong supporter of the 
state of Israel and its right to exist. I would like to think that every person who supports freedom and nation 
states also supports the right of the state of Israel to exist. However, we know that some people do not. I also 
believe that the state of Israel, like any nation state that is threatened, has the right to use reasonable force. I 
understand on the other side of the argument that some people might question what is reasonable force and 
appropriate reasonable force. I think that is worthwhile for appropriate political debate and discourse. But let us 
not use what is happening in the Middle East and appropriate political debate and discussion as a veil to descend 
into what I mentioned before—that slippery slope of anti-Semitism.  

I believe that is happening right now. Many of us have seen that vile cartoon published by a once respectable 
newspaper, The Sydney Morning Herald—a vile cartoon that I am sure if those evil men who ruled Germany in 
the 1930s and 1940s were alive today would claim as their own. I know that newspaper has apologised for 
running that cartoon, but what sort of subeditor or editor would have thought it appropriate to ever publish a 
cartoon like that? It is absolutely horrible. We should not allow any legitimate debate about what might be 
happening in the Middle East to descend into anti-Semitism. Sometimes that anti-Semitism is cloaked in words 
such as anti-Zionism, or some people say that they are not anti-Semites but they do not agree with the right of 
Israel to exist. I look to people who, when it comes to these things, might know a little more about the struggle 
for freedom than I know, and I quote Martin Luther King, Jr, himself, who said — 

When people criticize Zionists, they mean Jews. You’re talking anti-Semitism.  
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When I see it I will call it out for what it is. In this state we have unfortunately experienced horrible anti-
Semitism in the recent past. I refer to people who have been involved in that such as Jack van Tongeren and 
Brendan Lee O’Connell, who have both perpetrated vile hatred and racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Asian attacks.  

Hon Sue Ellery: Jack van Tongeren was mostly anti-Asian.  

Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: That is correct, and we should call it out for what it is.  

I hope that people like me and many others raising these issues—the vast majority of freedom loving 
Australians—will call out anti-Semitism for what it is, as they call out other spiteful and hateful racist attacks on 
people, and that we do not tolerate these sorts of acts.  

In closing, I hope that some other words of Martin Luther King can ring in our ears. He said — 

In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.  

I am a lover and a friend of freedom and when I see that freedom being attacked—freedom of religion and 
freedom of expression, be it political expression or any other form of expression—I will not stay silent and I will 
not allow it to go unnoticed and unpunished. I hope every member in this place and every member of Western 
Australian society will join me in fighting anti-Semitism.  

House adjourned at 9.54 pm 
__________ 
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